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In looking up the earlier observations of nebulae and clusters 
it is frequently very exasperating and time-consuming to be 
obliged to identify objects given in the older nomenclatures of 
Messier, Herschel, and the General Catalog. For my own con- 
venience in this respect I prepared last year a finding list of the 
Messier numbers, similar to that published by Dr. Shapley, but 
omitting the descriptions, and one for the General Catalog in 
terms of the N. G. C. numbers. The latter is published above in 
the belief that it may be a convenience to others. 

It is my belief that these older nomenclatures should be dis- 
carded entirely, and that reference to nebulae and clusters should 
be made solely by the N. G. C. number. H. D. Curtis. 

New Stars in Spiral Nebulae. 

A telegram has just been received announcing the discovery by 

Professor Ritchey, at Mt. Wilson, of a nova in the spiral nebula 

N. G. C. 6946. The new star is of about the fourteenth magnitude, 

and is located 105" south and 37" west of the nucleus of the spiral. 



